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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Otsuka (US. 6424425) in view of Hiroki et al. (US. 6594032) 

Regarding claim 1, Otsuka discloses a facsimile apparatus (see fig. 2) comprising: 
Facsimile sending/receiving means (fig. 2,ref. 44) or sending and receiving image 
data by facsimile over a connected public switched telephone network (fig. 2, col. 4, 
lines 37-41); 

Reading means (fig. 1, scanner 19) for reading image data (fig. 1, col. 4, lines 1-2 
and line 29); 

Printing means for (fig. 3, Ink-jet printer 26) printing image data (fig. 3, col. 4, lines 
20-21); 

Plurality of keys (fig. 1, col. 3, lines 45-46); 
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A connection interface for connection to an information processing apparatus 
provided with the capability of sending and receiving message by email over a 
connected network (fig. 2, col. 4, lines 32-46); 

Otsuka do not disclose storing means for storing key data representing a 
predetermined key of the plurality of keys, setting data for setting this key data to e-mail 
mode, and recipient name data corresponding to the key data; 

Otsuka do not disclose sending means for sending the image data, key data, 
setting data, and recipient name data over the connection interface to the information 
processing apparatus when the predetermined key has been actuated. 

Hiroki et al. discloses storing means (RAM-103) for storing key data representing a 
predetermined key of the plurality of keys, setting data for setting this key data to e-mail 
mode, and recipient name data corresponding to the key data (fig, 2, col. 4, lines 3- 
llfig, 11, col. 7, lines 55-67; col. 8, lines 1-2 and lines 21-49); and 

Hiroki et al. discloses sending means for sending the image data, key data, 
setting data, and recipient name data over the connection interface to the information 
processing apparatus when the predetermined key has been actuated (fig. 3, col. 4, 
lines 51-67 and col. 5, lines 1- 10; fig. 12, col. 8, lines 14-49). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Otsuka wherein the operational panel disclosed therein would contain additional 
functioning keys providing the user with a simpler and more accurate facsimile 
communication with plural functions. Also, corresponding communications permits the 
device to transmit specific data relating to the recipient and the specific mode selected. 
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This feature helps to maintain the system at the receiving end whereas the receiving 
device can be properly set up for delivery and the transmitting device will know whether 
the device can receive data properly. 



Regarding claim 2, Otsuka discloses the facsimile apparatus of claim 1 . 
Otsuka do not disclose receiving means for receiving the key data, the setting data, 
and the recipient name data over the connection interface from the information 
processing apparatus and setting them. 

Hiroki et al. discloses receiving means for receiving the key data, the setting data, 
and the recipient name data over the connection interface from the information 
processing apparatus and setting them (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 10- 41). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Otsuka wherein adding a receiving means for peer-to-peer facsimile 
communication whereas the feature permits a transmitting device to retrieve 
feedback/data from its destination device. This feature allows additional devices to be 
connected and also provides communication for remote devices. 

Regarding claim 3, Otsuka discloses the facsimile apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the 
image data that is sent by the sending means is read in by the reading means (fig. 4, 
col. 6, lines 9-15). 



Application/Control Number: 09/764,1 18 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2626 

Regarding claim 4, Otsuka discloses tine facsimile apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the 
image data sent by the sending means is image data that has been received by 
facsimile with the sending/receiving means (fig. 4, col. 6,lines 9-17). 

Regarding claim 6, Otsuka discloses an information processing apparatus provided 
with a capability of sending and receiving messages by e-mail over a connected 
network (fig, 2, col. 4, lines 33-42; fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 56-59), and connected to a 
facsimile apparatus comprising facsimile sending/receiving means for sending and 
receiving image data by facsimile over a connected public switched telephone network 
(fig. 2, col. 4, lines 33-39); reading means for reading images data (fig. 3rCol. 4, lines 1- 
2); printing means for printing image data (fig. 3, col. 4, lines 20-21); and a plurality of 
keys (fig. 1, col. 3, lines 45-46), the information processing apparatus comprising: 

Otsuka do not disclose storing means for storing key data representing a 
predetermined key of the plurality of keys that the connected facsimile apparatus is 
provided with, setting data for setting this key data to e-mail mode, recipient name data 
corresponding to the key code, and a recipient address corresponding to the key data. 

Hiroki et al. discloses storing means for storing key data representing a 
predetermined key of the plurality of keys that the connected facsimile apparatus is 
provided with, setting data for setting this key data to e-mail mode, recipient name data 
corresponding to the key code, and a recipient address corresponding to the key data 
(fig. 2, col. 4, lines 3-11fig. 11, col. 7, lines 55-67; col. 8, lines 1-2 and lines 21 -49); and 
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Otsuka do not disclose receiving nneans for receiving image data, key data, 
setting data, and recipient name data from the connected facsimile apparatus, 

Hiroki et al, disclose receiving means for receiving image data, key data, setting 
data, and recipient name data from the connected facsimile apparatus (fig. 5, col. 5, 
lines 10-41), 

Otsuka do not disclose wherein the key data matching with the key data received 
from the facsimile apparatus is retrieved from the storing means, it is determined 
whether the recipient name data corresponding to the retrieved key data match with the 
recipient name data received from the facsimile apparatus, and the received image data 
is sent by e — mail to the recipient address corresponding to the nnatching retrieved 
recipient name data. 

Hiroki et al. disclose wherein the key data matching with the key data received from 
the facsimile apparatus is retrieved from the storing means, it is determined whether the 
recipient name data corresponding to the retrieved key data match with the recipient 
name data received from the facsimile apparatus, and the received image data is sent 
by e — mail to the recipient address corresponding to the matching retrieved recipient 
name data (fig. 4, col. 5, lines 34-65). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Otsuka wherein the operational panel disclosed therein would contain additional 
functioning keys providing the user with a simpler and more accurate facsimile 
communication with plural functions. Also, adding a receiving means for peer-to-peer 
facsimile communication whereas the feature permits a transmitting device to retrieve 
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feedback/data from its destination device. This feature allows additional devices to be 
connected and also provides communication for remote devices. 

Regarding claim 7, Otsuka discloses the information processing apparatus of claim 6, 
further comprising: 

Otsuka do not disclose sending means for sending the key data, the setting data and 
the recipient name data to the connected facsimile apparatus 

Hiroki et al. discloses sending means for sending the key data, the setting data and 
the recipient name data to the connected facsimile apparatus (fig. 3, col. 4, lines 51-67 
and col. 5, lines 10; fig. 12, col. 8, lines 14-49). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Otsuka wherein corresponding communications permits the device to transmit 
specific data relating to the recipient and the specific mode selected. This feature helps 
to maintain the system at the receiving end whereas the receiving device can be 
properly set up for delivery and the transmitting device will know whether the device can 
receive data properly. 

Regarding claim 8, Otsuka discloses a method of data communication between the 
facsimile apparatus of claim 1 and the information processing apparatus of claim 6, 
comprising the steps of: 
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Otsuka do not disclose sending means for sending the image data, key data, 
setting data, and recipient name data from the facsimile apparatus to the information 
processing apparatus when actuating a predetermined key of the facsimile apparatus, 

Otsuka do not disclose receiving the image data, key data, the setting data, and the 
recipient name data with the information processing apparatus from the facsimile 
apparatus, and sending the received image data by e-mail, based on the received key 
data, setting data, and recipient name data. 

Hiroki et al. discloses sending means for sending the image data, key data, setting 
data, and recipient name data from the facsimile apparatus to the information 
processing apparatus when actuating a predetermined „key of the facsimile apparatus 
(fig. 3, col. 4, lines 51-67 and col. 5, lines 10; fig. 12, col. 8, lines 14-49). 

Hiroki et al. discloses receiving the image data, key data, the setting data, and 
the recipient name data with the information processing apparatus from the facsimile 
apparatus (fig. 5, col. 5, lines 10- 41), and sending the received image data by e-mail, 
based on the received key data, setting data, and recipient name data (fig. 4, col. 5, 
lines 28-65). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Otsuka wherein the operational panel disclosed therein would contain additional 
functioning keys providing the user with a simpler and more accurate facsimile 
communication with plural functions. Also, adding a receiving means for peer-to-peer 
facsimile communication whereas the feature permits a transmitting device to retrieve 
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feedback/data from its destination device. This feature allows additional devices to be 
connected and also provides communication for remote devices. 



Regarding claim 9, Otsuka discloses the method for data communication of claim 8. 
Otsuka do not disclose wherein the facsimile apparatus further comprises 
receiving means for receiving the key data, the setting data, and the recipient name 
data over the connection interface from the information processing apparatus and 
setting them 

Hiroka et al. discloses wherein the facsimile apparatus further comprises receiving 
means for receiving the key data, the setting data, and the recipient name data over the 
connection interface from the information processing apparatus and setting them (fig. 5, 
col. 5, lines 10-41). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Otsuka wherein the operational panel disclosed therein would contain additional 
functioning keys providing the user with a simpler and more accurate facsimile 
communication with plural functions. Also, adding a receiving means for peer-to-peer 
facsimile communication whereas the feature permits a transmitting device to retrieve 
feedback/data from its destination device. This feature allows additional devices to be 
connected and also provides communication for remote devices. 
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Regarding claim 10, Otsuka disclose the method for data communication of claim 8, 
wherein the image data that is sent by the sending means of the facsimile apparatus is 
read in by the reading means (fig. 4, col. 6, lines 9-15). 

Regarding claim 11, Otsuka discloses the method for data communication of claim 8, 
wherein the image data sent by the sending means is image data that has been 
received by facsimile with the sending/receiving means of the facsimile apparatus (fig. 
2, col. 4, lines 32-41). 

Regarding claim 12, Otsuka discloses the method for data communication of claim 
11. 

Otsuka do not disclose wherein the facsimile apparatus comprises data deleting 
means for deleting the image data received by the facsimile sending/receiving means 
before or after printing the image data. 

Hiroki et al. disclose wherein the facsimile apparatus comprises data deleting means 
for deleting the image data received by the facsimile sending/receiving means before or 
after printing the image data (fig. 8, col. 7, lines 19-24). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Otsuka wherein image data is deleted upon reception of the image data to 
prevent a back load of unwanted data. 

Regarding claim 13, Otsuka discloses the method for data communication of claim 8, 
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Otsuka do not disclose wherein the infornnation processing apparatus comprises 
sending means for sending the key data, the setting data and the recipient name data to 
the connected facsimile apparatus. 

Hiroki et al. discloses wherein the information processing apparatus comprises 
sending means for sending the key data, the setting data and the recipient name data to 
the connected facsimile apparatus (fig. 3, col. 4, lines 51-67 and col. 5, lines 10; fig. 12, 
col. 8, lines 14-49). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Otsuka wherein the operational panel disclosed therein would contain additional 
functioning keys providing the user with a simpler and more accurate facsimile - 
cbmniunication with plural functions. 



Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Reifman et al. (US. 5539530), Todaka (US. 5555104), Idehara 
(US. 6438605) and Ho et al. are cited to show related art with respect to facsimile 
transmission and reception via an operational panel. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tia A Carter whose telephone number is 703 - 306- 
5433. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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